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RULES GOVERNING ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
A.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Rule 1.

Definitions.  As used in these rules:

(A)
“Arbitration” means a process whereby a neutral third person, called an arbitrator, considers the facts and arguments presented by the parties and renders a decision, which may be binding or nonbinding as provided in these rules.

(B)
“Mediation” means a process whereby a neutral third person, called a mediator, acts to encourage and facilitate the resolution of a dispute between two or more parties.  It is an informal and nonadversarial process with the objective of helping the disputing parties reach a mutually acceptable and voluntary agreement.  In mediation, decision-making authority rests with the parties.  The role of the mediator includes, but is not limited to, assisting the parties in identifying issues, fostering joint problem solving, and exploring settlement alternatives.

(C)
“Settlement conference” is a process whereby, with the approval of the district judge to whom the case is assigned, a district court judge not assigned to the particular case, senior judge, special master, referee or other neutral third person, conducts, in the presence of the parties and their attorneys and person or persons with authority to resolve the matter, a conference for the purpose of facilitating settlement of the case.
Rule 2.

Forms of court annexed alternative dispute resolution.

(A)
For certain civil cases commenced in judicial districts that include a county whose population is 100,000 or more, there shall be made available the following forms of court annexed alternative dispute resolution:


(1)
Arbitration, pursuant to Subpart B of these rules;


(2)
Mediation, pursuant to Subpart C of these rules;


(3)
Settlement conference, as provided herein; and


(4)
Such other alternative dispute resolution mechanisms contemplated by NRS 


38.250 as may from time to time be promulgated.

(B)
Judicial districts having a lesser population may adopt local rules implementing all or part of these forms of alternative dispute resolution.

(C)
Each district may appoint an alternative dispute resolution commissioner to serve at the pleasure of the court.  The alternative dispute resolution commissioner (hereafter the commissioner) may be an arbitration commissioner, discovery commissioner, short trial commissioner, other special master, or any qualified and licensed Nevada attorney appointed by the court.  The appointment shall be made in accordance with local rules.  The commissioner so appointed shall have the responsibilities and powers conferred by these Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and any local rules.

